WHY WE SERV

JHSSF Board Member Benton Fisher

The JHSSF’s newest board member is certainly not new to Justice High School.
A Class of 1986 alum, Benton Fisher proudly represented the school on the “It’s
Academic” quiz show. He’s also profoundly grateful there are no longer Betamax
machines to watch the replay! Still a Fairfax County resident, Benton is one of four
brothers who attended Justice (Stuart). Despite this strong familial connection
to the school, Benton only recently discovered JHSSF in conversation with JHS
Director of Student Activities, Brian Garvey. He wanted more information about the
various awards that recognize students’ initiative, citizenship, and performance in
a variety of contexts. To Benton’s surprise and delight, Mr. Garvey talked about our
work in providing important contributions to many graduates pursuing college.
The father of two college-aged children, Benton was immediately intrigued
by JHSSF – and floored to learn we have already awarded more than $1.7MM
to hundreds of seniors. “JHSSF is run by a dedicated team of volunteers who
make it possible to award over $150,000 EVERY year. That is one special group
doing great work,” said Benton. He encourages people to spend just three minutes on the https://www.jhsscholars.org/ website to see that any amount you
give makes a difference. “Helping people pursue dreams – that’s why I’m proud
to serve on the JHSSF Board.”

PARTNERS CORNER

The JHSSF provides not only critical assistance to students, but is a meaningful way for the
Justice High School community to honor individuals and groups who have made an impact
on all of us. This year the JHSSF was pleased to award three new named scholarships:
•

The Jennifer “Jenny” Discua Hernandez Scholarship: Created by Justice High
School staff to honor Jenny, an alumna who passed away from leukemia in 2020, the
scholarship embodies the strength, kindness, and commitment of Jennifer and the
Justice High School community.

•

The Nancy Jean Weisgerber Scholarship: Established to honor Nancy Jean Weisgerber, principal at Justice (then JEB Stuart High School) for eight years. Nancy was known
for her commitment to education as teacher, coach, counselor, and administrator.

•

Decorate A Vet Scholarship: After more than a decade of celebrating local veterans through Decorate A Vet (DAV), the founders, Jeff & Patti Jones (who are also JEB
Stuart HS alumni and Justice HS parents), are shifting attention to the next generation
of leaders. They have donated remaining DAV funds to the JHSSF to provide scholarships to JHS seniors with demonstrated financial need and a commitment to the
ideals of liberty, duty, and service.

The JHSSF welcomes named scholarships as remembrances of the ideals and contributions of each of these remarkable community members.
CONTRIBUTIONS BY CHECK SHOULD BE MAILED TO:

Justice High School Scholarship Fund
P.O. Box 4612, Falls Church, VA 22044
Donate online via PayPal at
www.JHSScholars.org/contribute
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If you are a federal employee, you may contribute via the
CFC charitable giving program. Our Agency Designation
Number is 28018. Many companies offer matching gift
programs that double or even triple a donation’s value. If
you have questions about your company’s matching gift
program, contact your HR/personnel office.

BREAKING We are now able to receive donations of appreciated securities. This is a tax-friendly way to donate to a great
NEWS!
cause. Please contact Jim Schroll at jrschroll@gmail.com for details.
The Justice High School Scholarship Fund is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that provides academic scholarships to Justice HS graduates attending
accredited post-secondary education programs. The Scholarship obtains all of its funding from members of the larger Justice High community, including
parents, faculty, student alumni, businesses and service organizations, neighbors and interested friends and relatives. The Scholarship is an all-volunteer
operation that devotes over 95% of revenues to scholarships.
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Dear Friends:
Thank you! Thank you! Because of our generous community, we awarded $165,000 in college assistance to 75 talented
members of the Class of 2021. For many of these young men and women, their admission to college fulfilled the dreams
of their entire family. One student eloquently expressed this in his personal essay:
“My parents sacrificed a good life back in their home country to come to the U.S. for an even better one for their children.
Both of my parents came from Mexico and are passionate about me going to college. They’ve pushed me to study and
prioritize school over anything else. I just want to make them proud and happy by pursuing a career I love in the future
and pay them back for everything they’ve done for me.”
Inside, you’ll find more stories about JHS Scholars and the impact of your contribution. Learn about the Journeys of
Self-Discovery JHSSF Scholars make during college, told in their own words. The Recipient Spotlight features several
of our newest (Class of 2021) Scholars. Their stories are both unique in circumstance and typical of the resilience and
perseverance of JHS graduates.
This year, students benefited from three new named, multi-year scholarships created by members of our extended
school community: Justice High School faculty and staff created an award in memory of Jennifer Hernandez (JHS
2020); the legacy of former Justice (Stuart) High School principal, Nancy Weisgerber, lives on thanks to her family’s
scholarship; Stuart alums (and Justice parents) Jeff and Patti Jones, extended their scholarship to honor the ideals behind their former nonprofit, Decorate A Vet. With each scholarship, our community honored the past by supporting the
futures of our graduates. Read more about these named scholarships in our Partners Corner.
With your help, JHSSF continues to help the many financially-challenged but promising students in our community. We
fuel their college dreams and in doing so, make way for further discovery and brighter futures. We are grateful for new
named scholarships, our established scholarships, and for the gifts of all of you who have helped us in our mission to
give every student graduating from Justice High School a chance to make a better life for themselves.
Gratefully,
James R. Schroll, President, Justice High School Scholarship Fund
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JHSSF SCHOLARSHIPS LAUNCH JOURNEYS OF SELF-DISCOVERY
Attending college broadens one’s horizons. Of course, traditional “book” learning - studying engineering, or anthropology, or a new language - and work experiences shape a student’s future. Equally important is the personal exploration that
the college experience encourages. We regularly hear from JHSSF Scholars that their scholarships play a key role in making such personal exploration possible. Moreover, the tangible faith our community places in these students gives them
the courage to take risks and try new things. From the courses they select, classmates and professors they engage with,
and internships and extracurriculars they participate in, JHSSF Scholars embrace the full college experience. They make
the most of the opportunities that college life offers, learning from their individual journeys of self-discovery.

RECIPIENT SPOTLIGHT

We are proud of all 75 Justice High School Scholarship Fund recipients in 2021. They have made impressive
accomplishments, often achieved in the face of major obstacles in their personal lives. These young people are
resilient, hard-working, community-oriented, and motivated. We wish you could meet them all, but here are
some of their stories.

Anika plans to pursue psychology at William and Mary
in order to help remove the stigma surrounding mental
health. “As a Bengali American woman I know that mental
health is often considered a taboo topic in our culture,”
says Anika. She is particularly interested in helping women who struggle with domestic abuse and discrimination.
While at Justice, Anika joined Girls Up and the Equity
Team. Both programs aim to create positivity and lift up
women in the community. Anika maintained a challenging academic load with 8 IB courses and still found the
time to also mentor freshmen and lead the Library Book
Club. One of her teachers described Anika as an “academic powerhouse” because of the “passion she shows
for using knowledge to fight for social justice.”

As Wassime started high school, he was headed down a
dangerous path. At the time, he was running with a bad
crowd—kids who dealt drugs, carried firearms, fought,
missed increasingly large amounts of school. Some got
arrested, one died of a drug overdose. Wassime chose
to go in the opposite direction. Early in his time at Justice
he made friends with more serious-minded students,
participated in sports, volunteered at his mosque,
tutored younger kids at the neighborhood library, took
an increasingly heavy course load, and did well in his
classes. Today, Wassime strives to be a role model for
his two younger siblings. He is studying aerospace
engineering at Virginia Tech, where he wants to do well
so he can help his parents financially.

Margarita’s goal is to work for a nonprofit developing
affordable and sustainable housing. She plans to major in
Environmental Science and Architecture at the University
of Virginia. Even though Margarita maintained a 4.13 GPA
and took 12 IB classes at Justice she recalls the difficulties
of being a first generation American. “I see myself in my
students and would never want them to feel alone with
their schoolwork like I did.” Margarita mentored students
in the Next Gen program at Justice. As one teacher observed, “This pandemic did not stop her from being an
efficient mentor – she has proven to be effective even as
she meets with her mentees and their parents on Zoom.”
Margarita’s own academic success and her desire to help
others become successful will make her an impressive
addition to the University of Virginia community.

The Hernandez scholarship was established by Justice
High School Staff and alumnae to Honor Jennifer Discua
Hernandez, a student at Justice High School, to support
an English Learner who will attend Northern Virginia
Community College. This scholarship was awarded to
Carminia. Carminia came to this country as an immigrant
from Bolivia who did not speak English, and in 4 short
years she learned to communicate beautifully, earning
the accolade of “the very best of our English Learner
Program.” A straight A student, Carminia threw herself
into the school and her community, becoming a student
ambassador where she served as a mentor and role
model for those who are new to the country, just as she
was. Carminia has a huge heart, and aspires to become a
paramedic so she can help people.
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If you were inspired by what you read in this newsletter, please
share it with someone you know who cares about Justice High
School or helping ambitious students afford college.

For example, Soumia, a 2018 JHSSF Scholar, studies in the honors college at George Mason University. She used her
freshman year to explore the academic options available to her and reignited her interest in the sciences. Her freshman
decision to take an anatomy class laid the foundation for her future career
choice. Choosing community health as a major with a minor in kinesiology has
opened a wide range of options in the health profession. Soumia finds balancing school with two jobs as a pharmacy technician and an office assistant on
campus challenging. Yet she makes time for the gym and socializing with her
college friends. Soumia credits the wide variety of people she has interacted
with in college with helping her to learn to go beyond her comfort zone and
take charge of where her life is headed.
A 2017 JHSSF Scholar, Riad is now pursuing pre-med courses at the College of
Pharmacy and Health Sciences in Boston, MA. He was always close to his family in
Northern Virginia, but it took moving to a distant city, and dealing with the resulting separation, that led him to understand how important his family is to him.
“Family is more than just people telling you what to do,” Riad notes. Phone calls to
his parents and grandparents during freshman year helped lessen the pain of being apart. Riad also built a support community in Boston by joining a soccer team,
and came to enjoy the freedom to make his own decisions.

THE TANGIBLE
FAITH OUR
COMMUNITY
PLACES IN THESE
STUDENTS
GIVES THEM THE
COURAGE TO TAKE
RISKS AND TRY
NEW THINGS

Diana graduated from George Mason University in May 2021 with a degree in
Global Affairs. During her time at GMU, she met people from other parts of the United States, with values and beliefs very
different from what she experienced growing up in Northern Virginia. This perspective helped make her a more open-minded individual. During college, she interned in Hungary and worked with migrant communities. Time abroad gave her clarity
about what to do professionally after graduation. Living in Hungary allowed her to meet people she would have never met
otherwise. Diana came to realize the many benefits of having a diverse group of friends, including those who may not speak
your language or share your culture.
We are so proud of JHSSF Scholars and how they embrace their college experiences, often selecting majors and activities in
service of others. They take full advantage of the opportunities college affords, each crafting a unique journey of self-discovery.
Please consider making a donation to JHSSF. With your help, JHSSF Scholars earn a college degree -and so much more.

IMPACT - THE NUMBERS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES

Since our inception in 2005, the Justice High School Scholarship Fund and our partners have awarded
more than $2.41 million to help 813 Justice graduates take the important first step toward a college degree.

CLASS OF 2021 IMPACT
78
scholarship
recipients
(75 JHSSF)

$261k
in scholarships
awarded
($165k
JHSSF)

94%
completed
IB
classes

92%
active in
college prep
programs

63%
first in
their family
to attend
college

93%
speak a
language other
than English
at home

81%
were
Pell Grant
eligible

93%
were eligible
for free or
reduced-price
lunch
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